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Kat Fitzpatrick..................................................Abby Brewster
Amy Dell........................................................Martha Brewster
Paul Bonner...............................................................Mortimer 
Steven Jensen.......................................................... Jonathan 
Joseph Vitti............................................................ Dr. Einstein
Anya Veach.....................................................................Elaine
Murphy Walsh .................................................. Officer O’Hara
James Flaherty.................................Rev. Harper / Lt. Rooney
Thom Vegh..................................Mr. Gibbs/ Mr. Witherspoon
Joseph Hunt.........................................................Officer Klien
Claire Sparr...................................................................Brophy
Mark Holley....................................................................Teddy 
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Brooklyn, New York, 1941
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Janis VanderfordARSENIC AND OLD LACE (AMATEUR PERFORMANCE RIGHTS) is presented 
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Written by
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ANNOUNCEMENT:
NOTE TO AUDIENCE: THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF 
ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS 
OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR 
STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND 
ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT: HTTPS://CONCORDTHEATRICALS.
COM/RESOURCES/PROTECTING-ARTISTS

Please turn off all electronic devices and cell phones during the 
performance. 

Restrooms are located in the recreation center near the front desk. If 
you need to exit during the performance, please use the rear exit of the 
theatre as light from the hallway interferes with the show.

https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists
https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists


A Note from the Playhouse Member Supported Theatre

Few comedies endure because they are merely 
funny. Arsenic and Old Lace has remained a beloved 
classic because beneath its relentless farce lies 
an unsettling question: how much of what we call 
“normal” is simply a matter of perspective?

Set against the reassuring backdrop of 1940s 
America—a world that prized order, respectability, 
and the ideal family—the play delights in dismantling 
appearances. Behind the lace curtains of a charming 
Brooklyn home lives a family where murder is an act 
of charity, delusion is inherited, and reason struggles 
to keep pace with the absurd. The more desperately 
the characters cling to logic, the more delightfully 
impossible the situation becomes.

Joseph Kesselring understood that comedy often 
flourishes where certainty collapses. The play asks 
us to laugh not only at outrageous circumstances, 

but at our own instinct to categorize people as sane 
or insane, ordinary or extraordinary. The line between 
those worlds is thinner than we might like to believe.

Our production embraces the elegance and optimism 
of the 1940s while reveling in the chaos simmering 
just beneath its polished surface. Doors slam, 
identities unravel, and the unexpected becomes 
inevitable. Yet at the center of the madness is a 
surprisingly affectionate portrait of family—flawed, 
fiercely loyal, and wonderfully unpredictable.

In a world that often demands simple answers, 
Arsenic and Old Lace reminds us that life is rarely 
tidy. Sometimes the greatest comedy comes 
from recognizing that the impossible is only one 
unexpected knock at the door away.

Enjoy the mayhem. 
Kira Blaskovich, Director

From the Director

Welcome to the third show of our landmark 80th 
Season! Whether you are a member, subscriber or 
single ticket holder, CPH wants to thank you for your 
patronage. The 80th season was created with you 
in mind. Titles from this season were selected from 
your suggestions. You spoke, we heard, and we are 
excited to share this season with all of you. 

The Kesselring classic, Arsenic and Old Lace has 
been produced twice before at CPH. First in 1990 
as part of our 45th season and in 1998 during 
our 53rd season. Long time playhouse favorite, 
Kira Blaksovitch returns to direct another comedy 
for us after her hit turns at Shakespeare’s As You 
Like It (2025), Exit, Pursued by a Bear (2024) and 
Ripcord (2023). We are very grateful that Kira is 
always enthusiastic about joining our seasons 
and serving up laughs for all of you to enjoy. We 
congratulate all of the actors making their CPH 
debut and also welcome back San Diego theatre 
and CPH standards, including Kat Fitzpatrick, 
Amy Dell and Board Member Steven Jensen.  
Coronado Playhouse is proud to be a space that 
keeps actors returning and audiences filling our 
seats. 

We hope you enjoy the show so much that you 
purchase tickets for the rest of our 80th season. The 
final show of our 80th season brings back director 
and new board member Blake McCarty as he puts 
his spin on Into The Woods. This is the first time the 
Sondheim hit will be produced for the CPH stage and 
we hope it will become a favorite of yours alongside 
the other three shows this season. Don’t miss 
performers from Into The Woods at Sondheim Served 
Straight: music and cocktails celebrating Stephen 
Sondheim. This one night only cabaret fundraiser will 
be performed during the run of Arsenic and Old Lace. 

As always, CPH is thrilled to be producing our annual 
Holiday Cabaret this coming December, just in 
time for the holidays. Please contact the box office 
at (619) 435-4856 or boxoffice@coronadoplayhouse.
com. 

Coronado Playhouse is excited to connect with 
the citizens of Coronado and the greater San 
Diego theatre community in new ways this season. 
Through October 1st, you can visit the Coronado 
Museum and see a display celebrating the 80 
years of Coronado Playhouse. Thank you to the 
Coronado Historical Association for the opportunity 
to collaborate on this project. CPH is also excited 
to share our recent grant awards: $15,000 from 
the County of San Diego for capital improvement 
equipment for the Playhouse as well as another 
$15,000 from the City of Coronado for our 2027 Free 
Classic. That’s right, the full production will be back 
next season with a Shakespeare classic. Be on the 
lookout soon for our 2027 Season announcement! 

If you have not already done so, consider making 
a donation (a QR code can be found on the back 
of this program), becoming a volunteer, purchasing 
a season package, or subscribing to our email 
list so you do not miss out on upcoming exciting 
programming we are planning for the rest of the 80th 
season. There is an adage in theatre: ‘We have the 
cast, lights, costume, sound, but the most important 
piece we do not receive until opening night: the 
audience.’ CPH wants to thank you for everything 
you’ve done for us and promises to continue making 
high-quality theatre accessible to you for another 80 
years!

Thank you and enjoy the show, 
Marc Caro-Willcox 
Coronado Playhouse Board President

mailto:boxoffice@coronadoplayhouse.com
mailto:boxoffice@coronadoplayhouse.com


Cast Headshots (In alphabetical order)

Steven Jensen
Blake McCarty
Sue Allen Villalva

Marc Caro-Willcox (President)  
Erin Petersen (Vice President)  
Lenelle Wylie (Secretary) 
Pamela Everett (Treasurer) 
Stephanie Gatschet 

(Coronado Community Liaison) 

Cole Atencio
Sheila Baran
Luis Garcia
Jared Jacobs 

Thanks to our Board of Directors

Kat Fitzpatrick

Steven Jensen

Thom Vegh

James Flaherty

Claire Sparr

Joseph Vitti

Amy Dell

Joseph Hunt

Murphy Walsh

Paul Bonner

Mark Holley

Anya Veach



Cast Bios (In alphabetical order)

PAUL BONNER (Mortimer) is ecstatic to make 
his Coronado Playhouse debut! Paul’s previous 
work in San Diego includes Rabbit Hole with 
Trinity Theatre. Paul also wants to thank his 
amazing friends, family, and teachers who have 
helped him along the way!

AMY DELL (Martha Brewster) is pleased to 
be performing again at Coronado Playhouse 
after most recently appearing in Love, Loss, 
and What I Wore. Other recent credits include 
The Gods of Comedy (PowPac Theatre), Henry 
V (Vanguard Theatre), Alabaster (OnStage 
Playhouse), The Play That Goes Wrong (413 
Rep), and I Want a Beer (San Diego Fringe 
Festival). Amy also is a playwright and serves 
as a board member of The Scripteasers. When 
not acting or writing, she works as an attorney 
and enjoys hiking with her husband and mutt.

KAT FITZPATRICK (Abby Brewster) is excited 
about this opportunity to play a crazy old 
lady (not too far from the truth)! At CPH Kat 
recently portrayed Ethel Banks in Barefoot 
in the Park. Favorite roles include Yente in 
Moonlight’s Fiddler on the Roof, Mary Meekly in 
Unnecessary Farce (SRT), Grandma in Addam’s 
Family (Lawrence Welk, CPH) Jeannette 
Burmeister in The Full Monty (10th Avenue Arts) 
Hannah Ferguson in Spitfire Grill, (Lamplighters) 
and Roz Keith in 9 to 5 (Patio Playhouse, 
OnStage). A big thank you to Kira for leading 
the way. 

JAMES FLAHERTY (Rev. Harper / Lt. Rooney) 
returns to CPH after last appearing in The 
Addams Family. James holds an MA in Theatre 
from SJSU and has worked in theatre for over 
30 years. His acting credits include Jack in 
The Importance of Being Earnest, Tony in Dial 
M For Murder, Gerry in Beautiful: The Carole 
King Musical, Percy in The Scarlet Pimpernel, 
Younger Brother in Ragtime, and Prior Walter in 
Angels in America: Millennium Approaches. 

MARK HOLLEY (Teddy) is happy to be back 
on the Coronado Playhouse stage after 
appearing as Corin and Adam in As You Like 
It last season. Mark is a local playwright. His 
plays have been featured in staged readings 
at OnStage Playhouse (Chula Vista), Sunshine 
Brooks Theatre (Oceanside) and La Jolla 
Playhouse. A full production of his play Enter 
Two Murderers is part of this year’s main stage 
season of Southeastern Louisiana University.

JOSEPH HUNT (Officer Klein) is excited to 
perform on the Coronado Playhouse stage for 
the first time alongside a talented cast and 
director. Previously, he appeared as Calphurnia 
in Julius Caesar at UCSD.

STEVEN JENSEN (Jonathan) has appeared 
in more than 25 CPH plays, including Mamma 
Mia!, Spamalot, Guys and Dolls, Little Shop 
of Horrors, Tartuffe, The Importance of Being 
Earnest, Hamlet, The Winter’s Tale, Much Ado 
About Nothing, Comedy of Errors, Romeo 
and Juliet, and Sweeney Todd. Most recently: 
The Book of Will at Lamplighters. Also: Poor 
Players, Lyric Opera SD, New Village Arts, 
Diversionary, Oceanside Theatre Company, OB 
Playhouse, PowPAC, the Utah and Flagstaff 
Shakespeare Festivals.

CLAIRE SPARR (Officer Brophy, u/s Elaine) 
is thrilled to make her Coronado Playhouse 
debut and is thankful for the opportunity to 
perform with such a talented group. Previous 
appearances include The Lesbians of San 
Diego (Diversionary, 2025), Parallel Universe 
of Humanity (Trinity Theatre, 2025) and Taming 
of the Shrew (City College, 2025). She was 
raised in the performing arts in San Diego, is 
an advocate for accessible theatre for young 
audiences, and is a proud member of Trinity 
Theatre’s Storytime Troupe as well as San 
Diego Dinner Detectives. Love to Nonny, 
Baybee, and the Usual Suspects.

ANYA BELLA VEACH (Elaine) is thrilled to be 
making her debut at Coronado Playhouse! She 
graduated from San Diego State University 
with a degree in Theatre in 2024, with a 
primary focus on Stage Management. Veach 
has also appeared in performances at the San 
Diego Memoir Writer’s Monologue Showcase 
(The People in the Bank are Lying on the 
Floor [2025]; Waking Up [2024]), and wrote a 
piece for the San Diego Playwright’s Festival 
with Roustabout Theatre (A Love Story In A 
Coffee Shop Off El Cajon Blvd [2025]).

MURPHY WALSH (Officer O’Hara) is excited 
to be making her Coronado Playhouse debut 
with this fantastic cast and crew. Elsewhere: 
Trinity Theatre New Works Festival 2024, 2025, 
and 2026; Lamplighters Theatre New Plays 
Festival 2025; The Odd Couple (Female Version) 
(Lamplighters); and The Outsider (PowPAC), for 
which she was a Minor Support in a Male Role 
nominee at the 2025 PowPAC Awards.



THOM VEGH (Mr. Gibbs/ Mr. Witherspoon) 
Television: The Defection of Simas Kidurka. 
Appeared at Lincoln Center; Juilliard; Fairmount 
Theatre for the  Deaf; SF Shakespeare 
Festival; SD Rep. and his one-woman play 
Dr. Svetlana, also Off-Broadway: The Rimers 
of Eldritch. Director of Corporate Theatre at 
Quintiles. Author-Director of Café Depresso: 
Where Prozac Caffein and Black Leather 
Converge.  His play Elision is published on 
Kindle. Founding Artistic-Producing Director 
of Diversionary Theatre (1986). BFA, Boston 
University. 

JOSEPH VITTI (Dr. Einstein) is glücklich to 
make his CPH debut. He recently played 
Thomas Jefferson in Vanguard Theatre’s 
production of 1776; other local credits include 
Bards with Blades (Poway Shakespeare), Into 
the Woods (St. Bart’s Music Series) and The 
Book of Will (Lamplighters Theatre). Originally 
from Boston, Joseph is thrilled to be in SoCal, 
living with (and learning from) warm, creative 
people.

KIRA BLASKOVICH (Director) is a director, 
actor, musical director, choreographer, teacher 
and playwright, who has been working in San 
Diego for the past nine years. Her directorial 
credits in San Diego include Arsenic and 
Old Lace (CPH), As You Like It (CPH), Laura 
(PowPAC), Exit Pursued by a Bear (CPH), 
Witness for the Prosecution (PowPAC), Ripcord 
(CPH), Anything Goes (Poway Center for the 
Performing Arts), and Sideways Stories... 
(SDJT). She has been directing and acting for 
30 years, both in California and NYC. She holds 
a BA in Dramatic Art from Berkeley and an MFA 
from the American Conservatory Theatre. Her 
next show, Wisdom of Eve, opens at PowPAC 
this winter. Thanks to Coronado Playhouse, her 
amazing cast and crew, and her family. 

ELLEN LAWSON (Assistant Director) is a 
singer and actor who is overjoyed to be 
working with Director Kira Blaskovich on this 
charming production of Arsenic and Old Lace 
at Coronado Playhouse. Ellen first met the 
director in 2022, when Kira cast her as Marilyn 
in Ripcord at Coronado Playhouse. She was 
delighted to collaborate with Kira again in 2025 
on the delightfully wacky San Diego Junior 
Theatre production of Sideways Stories from 
Wayside School. Ellen hopes you enjoy this 
wonderfully entertaining show, filled with antics, 
puzzles, mistaken identities, and a lively cast 
whose energy, humor, and talent are sure to 
delight and surprise you.

MAYA CANALES (Stage Manager) is so excited 
to return to CPH for Arsenic and Old Lace! 
She is a recent graduate of the University 
of California, San Diego with a Bachelor’s in 
Theatre. Some of her credits include: Tape, 
John Proctor is the Villain, Into the Woods 
(San Diego City College), WinterWorks 
(UCSD), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (CPH), 
Goldilocks Screen Time (WOW Festival La Jolla 
Playhouse), Comedy of Errors (The Old Globe), 
and Rabbit Hole (Trinity Theatre). Thank you to 
my Family and Friends for being my biggest 
supporters! IG: mayacant03

Creative Team Bios

Get social with us!

  Please join us for Musica Vitale 

Fundraising Party for the 2026-2027 season 

Music, auction, hors d’oeuvres, wine 

at the Coronado residence of  

Howard and Donna Dixon. 

Sunday   
September 13 
& 6PM   
Tickets $120  
                                                                                                             
Obtain  the address when you RSVP 
 (619) 519-4408 or by email Musicavitalesd@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                       

  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/coronado-playhouse/
https://www.instagram.com/coronadoplayhouse/
https://www.facebook.com/coronado.playhouse
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   80 
Years
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Years

Celebrate 80 Years of 
the Coronado Playhouse at the

Coronado Historical Association! 

History display open now

through Septe��er 30th!

1100 �range Avenue

Tuesdays - Sundays | 10 A� - 4 �� 

Free Ad�ission

Sip ‘n SupportSUSTAINABILITY
AN EMERALD KEEPERS 
FUNDRAISER

THURSDAY • SEPTEMBER 17 

Coronado 
Tasting Room
at the Ferry Landing

FOR DETAILS AND 
TICKETS, GO TO  
EMERALDKEEPERS.ORG

www coronado ca us/recreation

Register today



CROWN DONOR -  
$1,000 and above
Peter & Vicki Adamiak
Barry & Susan Austin
Sheila Baran
In Memory of Larry and Lola Everett 
Mark & Nance Hunter
Bobbi & Hutch Hutchinson
Jacquelyn McCoy
Erin McDougall
David & Carol Novick  

Memorial Trust
Nancy Stone
Lou Hirschmann & James Tuverson
Bob Wickemeyer

DONOR -  
$500 and above
Sands & Penny Brooke
Duane Buckingham
Jack Kennedy and Clare Feigl
Laurie McCormick
Deborah Riddle & Tom Riddle
Bill Speer & Marsi Steirer
Kim & Skip Thaeler
Janis Vanderford

BENEFACTOR -  
$250 and above
Alan & Eda Adelman
En-Shen Kuan & Donald Butts
Jeannette S. & R. Douglas Johnson
Ginnie Roeglin

PATRON -  
$125 and above
Lisa Anne Christ and  

Ruthe Anne Christ
Ellen Covairt & Bernard Kalscheuer
Robert & Dorothy Draper
Penny Drozd
Stephen & Penny Duermeyer
Rose Eberhard & Kenny Knopman
David & Susan Hagstrom
Supporter
Kay-Marie Moreno
Karen Strouse
Elaine A. Worman-Goerres &  

Rainer A. Goerres

FAMILY -  
$100 and above
Paula Bingham
Maryjane Bonnell
The Edwards Family
David Ellefson
Susan Ellis

Neil and Judy Finn
Louis Goldich
Steve & Yoshiko Jensen
Ray & Patricia Lynch
Michael May & Stephanie May
Joe Kao & Blake McCarty
Patricia McDonough
Holly & Dave
Tom Ogar
Erin Petersen & Mary Petersen & 

Mary Beth Petersen
Candy Ramirez
Tain Soreboe
Jean Spafford
Nancy J Taylor
Mark Williams and RaeLynn Warren
Martin and Claire White
James F. Wray
Megan Wu
Lenelle Wylie & Family

80 for 80 CAMPAIGN - 
$80 and above
Laurie Lehmann-Gray 
Julie George
Nancy Huelsmann
Sally Johnson
Elaine Marcus
Joseph Mayer
Eric Pahlke
Barbara Pahlke
Ruth Russell
Harry Granruth III & Katy Skyrud
Ike Ellis and Margo Sloan
Toni Stahlman

INDIVIDUAL - 
$50 and above
Cole Atencio & Sarah Freymueller
Sheila Baran
Linda Benning
Stephen Bralla
Joyce Buxbaum
Marc Caro-Willcox
Desha Crownover
John L. Drehner
Pamela and Amanda Everett
Stephanie Gatschet
Alessandra and Dan Harrigan
Jared Jacobs
Amy Kinseth
Nancy Roos
Head over heels
Suzanne Roy
Lisa Samson
Cassandra Shellum
Susan Skyrud

Barbara Smith
Margaret Stark
Christine Thoulion Thumb
Sue Allen Villalva
Brian Wamsley

Coronado Playhouse Government & Foundation Support

Ticket prices only cover a portion of production costs. Our members keep Coronado 
Playhouse operating! Anyone can become a member. Benefits include: free passes to 
shows, preferred seating, your �name in show programs, newsletters, invitations to special 
events and voting rights to determine theatre productions and leadership.

Thank you to everyone 
who has made a tax-
deductible donation in 
support of Coronado 
Playhouse.

JOIN US!
Your generosity makes 
quality, accessible 
theatre possible!

To make a contribution:

Contact our box office 
staff at 619-435-4856 or 
boxoffice@
coronadoplayhouse.com

or visit: 
CoronadoPlayhouse.org/
donate

or scan the code below:

1835 Strand Way
Coronado, CA 92118
619-435-4856
CoronadoPlayhouse.org


